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Climate change is one of the major global challenges 
of the 21 st Century, The adverse impacts of climate 
change are affecting all countries, especially devel-
oping countries, including persistent drought and 
extreme weather events, rising sea levels, coastal 
erosion and ocean acidification, further threatening 
food security, water, energy and health, and more 
broadly efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sus-
tainable development. 

According to the Fifth Assessment Report of the In-
tergovernmental Panel On Climate Change (IPCC), 
warming of the climate system is unequivocal. Hu-
man influence on climate system is clear and recent 
anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) 
are the highest in history. Continued GHG emissions 
will cause further warming and will increase the like-
lihood of severe, pervasive and irreversible impacts 
for people and ecosystems. 

Combating climate change would require substantial 
and sustained reductions in greenhouse gas emis-
sions (GHG), which, together with adaptation, can 
limit climate change risk. Indeed adaptation and mit-
igation actions are complementary for reducing and 
managing the risks of climate change. These strat-
egies shall be underpinned by common enabling 
factors, including effective institutions and govern-
ance, provision of adequate finance, innovation and 
investments in environmentally sound technologies 
and infrastructure. 

It is crucial for all countries to undertake mitigation 
and adaptation actions. In the case of developing 
countries, their efforts at mitigation, adaptation and 

building resilience would require international finan-
cial and technological support including in technolo-
gy development and transfer and capacity building. 
Also it is critical to continue mobilizing financing from 
a variety of sources, public and private, bilateral and 
multilateral, including innovative sources of finance. 
In this regard, we commend efforts that allowed the 
Green Climate Fund to exceeding its initial capital-
ization target of 10 billion USD. Further, the scale 
of climate challenge requires that we forge a credi-
ble and effective pathway to mobilize the 100 billion 
USD annually by 2020 to support the efforts of de-
veloping countries. 

As agreed in the Rio+ 20 meeting the global nature 
of climate change calls for the widest possible co-
operation by all countries and their participation in 
an effective and appropriate international response, 
with a view to accelerating the reduction of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. In accordance with the 
UNFCCC, parties should protect the climate system 
for the benefit of present and future generations of 
humankind on the basis of equity and in accordance 
with their common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities. 

There is an urgent need to close the gap between 
the aggregate effect of mitigation pledges by parties 
in terms of global annual emissions of greenhouse 
gases by 2020 and aggregate emission pathways 
consistent with having a likely chance of limiting the 
increase in global average temperature to less than 
2° C, or 1.5° C above pre-industrial levels. 
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According to the Climate Change Vulnerability Index, 
Pakistan is one of the countries most affected by 
climate change. Much of its vulnerability is due to its 
geographic, demographic and climatic conditions. 
Pakistan will face tremendous costs in terms of wa-
ter, food and energy security as a consequence of 
climate change. 

According to recent estimates, the average cost of 
annual adaptation to climate change could range 
from $6-14 billion through 2050 (at an average of 
US$10.7 billion). As part of a larger development 
agenda, Pakistan will need support from the interna-
tional community to cope with these challenges. We 
welcome Pakistan’s strong commitment to combat 
climate change and stand ready to support it. 

In 2015, France will be hosting and presiding the 
21st Session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP21), otherwise known as “Paris 2015” 
from November 30th to December 11th.

The main aim of the conference is to achieve a uni-
versal, legally binding agreement on combating cli-
mate change, with the aim of keeping global warming 
below 2°C. All states will have to communicate their 
“contributions” – the efforts they intend to undertake 
to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions – before 
the Paris Conference, for them to be assessed during 
the first half of 2015. The agreement will enter into 
force in 2020. 
Another key objective of the COP21 is the mobiliza-
tion of $100 billion per year by developed countries, 
from public and private sources, from 2020. This 
commitment should enable developing countries to 
combat climate change whilst promoting fair and 
sustainable development. Some of these funds will 
pass through the Green Climate Fund, which has re-
ceived initial capital of $10.2 billion, including almost 
$1 billion from France.

More generally, COP21 needs to guide econom-
ic and financial stakeholders towards redirecting 
their investments in order to launch the transition to 
low-carbon economies. Many initiatives are current-
ly being developed by a range of non-governmental 

stakeholders. This is known as the Agenda of Solu-
tions or Lima-Paris Action Agenda. These initiatives 
will supplement states’ commitments, raise aware-
ness of economic and social opportunities, and thus 
help to strengthen individual ambitions.
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To promote this major event, France and the Unit-
ed Nations will be organizing debates, seminars, 
workshops and conferences in Pakistan in partner-
ship with the Government of Pakistan, internation-
al organizations, Member States, local think tanks, 
NGOs in order to sensitize Pakistani citizens to cli-
mate change and to create a momentum within the 
different governmental bodies in charge of climate 
change, mitigation, disaster management and adap-
tation.

Journalists wishing to attend the 2015 Paris Climate 
Conference at Paris-Le Bourget in December 2015 
need to apply online for accreditation from the UN-
FCCC secretariat.
Further information on terms of access: UNFCCC 
Press/Media Accreditation (http://unfccc.int/press/
calender_of_events/accreditation/items/2987.php)
Press participation in UNFCCC negotiating sessions 
is subject to UN rules. Accreditation online is the only 
official channel for members of the press to obtain 
registration for UNFCCC conferences and events.  
The secretariat is not able to process nominations 
sent by any other method. All members of the press 
must receive accreditation for each conference or 

event. Previous accreditations are not valid. Applica-
tions for accreditation must be made before precise 
deadlines ahead of negotiating sessions.
Media accreditation for UNFCCC conferences is 
strictly reserved for members of the press (print, 
photo, radio, TV, film, news agencies and online 
media) who represent a bona fide media organiza-
tion (formally registered as a media organization in 
a country recognized by the United Nations General 
Assembly). Accreditation will only be given on proof 
of a track record of reporting for media organizations 
at international level, particularly in the area of cli-
mate change. As members of the media community, 
you have a pivotal role to play.
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Embassy of France: ambafrance.islamabad-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
United Nations Information Centre: info.islamabad@unic.org 

 “Climate change does not respect borders, 
it does not respect who you are – rich and poor, 

small and big. Therefore this is what we call global 
challenges which require global solidarity.” 

Mr. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General, United Nations 
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